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USING THE H&G LENSATIC ENGINEER COMPASS
WITH THE H&G STANDARD-DUTY TRIPOD

The H&G Lensatic Engineer Compass is designed to take extremely accurate bearings, which makes it an 
ideal tool for locating the correct azimuth bearing when pointing your satellite dish. The compass consists of 
four basic parts: the compass, with housing, degree scale and rotating bezel; the sightingwire-unit top cover; 
the thumb hook; and the lens for which it is named. When using the compass, be sure to hold it as level as 
possible, to allow the degree scale to “float”.

STEP 1 – Open the compass case and mount the compass on the 
top of tripod shaft by firmly pressing the mounting button, located 
on thebottom side of the compass, into the cavity at the top of the 
mounting  shaft.  See  FIG  1.  If  the  fit  seems  too  tight,  a  small 
amount of  grease will  help it  insert  easier.  Rotate  the compass 
housing  to  center  the  bubble  level  of  the  tripod  in  the  window 
created by the thumb hook, when viewed from above. See FIG 1.

STEP 2 – Holding the compass case from turning with one hand,
rotate the bezel to align the longest line on the bezel’s face with 
the  centerline  on  the  cover  hinge.  This  will  place  the  Lensatic 
magnifier in the proper position to read the heading. See FIG 2.

  

STEP 3 – Determine the approximate location where the tripod 
will be set up. Check that there are no obstructions that might 
block the satellite’s signal. Position the ground stake, or other 
anchoring device to keep the tripod steady, in this area. Hold the 
tripod above the anchor, off the ground, keeping the compass 
level.  Rotate  the  tripod,  not  the  compass,  until  the  desired 
azimuth  bearing  is  centered  in  the  magnified  window on  the 
bezel. In FIG 2 the azimuth bearing is 147°.

STEP 4 –  Lower  the  tripod  to  set  on  the  ground  above  the 
anchor,  maintaining the direction set in STEP 3. Remove the 
compass by grasping and holding the mounting mast with one 
hand and pulling the compass straight up with the other hand.

Level the tripod, using the built-in bubble level, and secure to the anchor with the stretch cord. The tripod is now 
“pre-aimed” and ready for the dish.

STEP 5 –  Install the satellite dish onto the mounting mast, aligning the seam of the mounting clamp with the 
bubble level on the tripod. Your dish is now pointed in the direction of the satellite. Adjust the elevation setting 
and move the dish as needed to fine-tune the signal.
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